While, on this subject, we may observe that, for some time past, we have been in the habit of using an antimonial plaster instead of the antimonial ointment, wherewith to produce powerful counter-irritation. It is much more easily applied, and we think, much more effectual in the end. It is made by putting about four grains of tartarized antimony to each drachm of Burgundy pitch, and thus the quantity will be regulated by the extent of surface which it is desirable to cover with pustules. Three days is the usual time required. In some persons it will take effect nearly as soon as a blister?and it never requires more than three or four days to produce a close-set crop of pustules, which will keep discharging matter for several days afterwards. VVe rod be now drawn lightly along the denuded nerve in the mode above-mentioned, muscular contractions will be excited. This effect is produced, whatever be the metal employed. It is not even necessary that the rod should be metallic. Horn, glass, ivory, or any other solid body, will answer the purpose, but their influence is by no means the same. Though Dr. Edwards clearly ascertained this fact, continual variations in the irritability of the animal precluded the possibility of establishing a scale. The Doctor then substituted for the oiled silk, which is a very complete non-conductor of electricity, a slip of muscle perfectly similar as to form and size, but which it will be remarked is an excellent conductor. A repetition of the contact now no longer caused contractions, or, at most, tbey were extremely feeble. In the first experiment, the electricity developed by the contact of the nerve is retained, and its influence is concentrated on the nerve itself. In the second case, the electricity is abstracted. If the presence of electricity were merely adventitious, Dr. Edwards thinks that the same mechanical excitation ought, in both cases, to produce the same effect, but the difference is decided. He, therefore, concludes that electricity is ^essential to muscular contraction.
